Prinoe Shipyway
PO Box 872
Bethel Isbnd, CA ST
(510) 684-3967

Fanuary 17, 1996

Delta Protection Commission
.0, Box 530
Walnut Grove, CA 95690

To the Board:

[ have been working since September of 1993 to try to get our elected officials to address a
problem that is plaguing our Delta. I have the support of my neighbors, friends, business
community, boating industry and community service organizations. The problem is the
obnoxious water weed "FEgeria Densa” a non-native plant that is overtaking our sloughs and
waterways. This is a rapidly growing plant that grows 15’ tall and is clogging our waterways
much like the water hyacinth did in the early 80's. I (and others) have written to 1.S.
Representative Bill Baker, State Senator Dan Boatwright, 1.S. Representative George Miller,
Assemblyman Richard Rainey, Senator Barbara Boxer, Senator Dianne Feinstein, Supervisor
Tom Torlakson, Governor Pete Wilson, Dept. of Boating and Waterways, Congressman Vic
Fazio and to date all 1 have is a file full of sympathetic bureaucratic letter head. The press has
written mumerous articles on the problem and still I see no relief in site. This problem effects all
aspects of the Delta economy and ecology. If has already impacted property values, the
recreation industry and is a threat to the general well being of the Delta.

Lars Anderson, PHD, USDA Agricultural Research Service, Aquatic Weed Biology and
Management at University of California Davis has done the research and has a program that can
control this obnoxious water weed but he lacks FUNDING.

This problem needs to be addressed as soon as possible. I am aware of private citizens
spraying herbicides on the weed now, and I'm concerned that if a program isn't implemented
soon the Delta may be harmed by people trying to deal with this problem on their own. 1 also
feel that as long as water is drawn out of the Delta this plant is going to “go with the flow” info
every canal, dam and waterway from here to L.A.

Please let me know if this is within the Delta Protection Commission’s scope to address this
problem and get this' problem under control before the Delta is just a bed of obnoxious water
weed. Thank you in advance for any light you may be able to shine on this issue.

Respefitful

ly, ‘

Diane Shipway
Shipway Marine Towing & Salvage
Vessel Assist



1-17-896

Delta Protection Commission
P 0.Box 530
Walnut Grove CA 95690

Re: Egeria Denss "water weed”

To The Board:

We at Delta Marine Enging at both our Tower Park And Isleton locations
support the letter written by Diana Shipway on 1-17-96.

This problem is starting to cost more to deal with than it would cost to take
care of it.

This plant will retain and absorb substances and contain them an area that

would normally be dispersed through mether natures natural cleansing
Process.

Best Regards,

Gy A

Bill Cosbie
President, DME [nc.
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Delta Protection Commission
P.O. Box 530
Walnut Grove, CA 95690

To the Board:

-1 have been working since September of 1993 ta fry to get our elected officials to nddress g
problem that is plagoing our Delta, 1 have the support of my neighbors, friends, business
communify, boating industry and community service organizations, The problem is the
obnoxious water weed "Egeria Densa” » non-native plant that is overtaking our sloughs and
waterways. This is a rapidly growing plant that grows 15’ tall and is clogging our waterways
nwch like the water hyacinth did {n the carly 80%. I (and others) have written to U.S, -
Representative Bill Baker, State Senator Dan Boatwright, U.S. Representative George Miller,
Assemblyman Richard Ralney, Senator Barbara Boxer, Senator Dlanne Feinstein, Supervisor
Tom Toclakson, Governor Pete Wilson, Dept. of Boating and Waterways, Congressman Vie
Fazlo and to'date all T have is a file full of sympathetic bureauceatic letter head, The press las
written numerous articles on the problem and still I see no relief {n site. This problem effects all
aspects of the Delta economy and ecclogy, It has already impacted property values, the
recreation industry and is a theeat to the gencral well belng of the Delta,

Lars Anderson, PHD, USDA Agriculural Research Service, Aquatic Weed Biology and
Management at University of Californin Davis has done the research and has a progrant that can
control this obnoxious water weed but he lacks FUNDING.

This problem: needs to be addeessed as scon as possible. I am aware of private eltizens
spraying herbicides on the weed now, and I'm concermed that if & program isn't irnplemcnted

soon the Delta may be harmed by people trying to deal with this problem on their own. I also
feel that as long as water Is deawn out of the Delta this plant is going to “go with the fléw” into
every canal, dam and waterway from here to L.A.

Please let me kuow If this is within the Delta Protection Conniission's scope to address this
problem and get thls problem under control before the Delta i Just a bed of obnoxjous water
weed. Thank you in advance for any light you may be able to shine on this issue,

Respectfully,

Anita Rockley
996 Almaden Cir
Oakley, CA 94
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January 18, 1996

Della Protection Commission
P. 0. Box 530
wWalnut Grove, CA 95690

To the Board:

We have been working since September of 1993 to try to get our elecled
officials to address a problem that is ptaguing our Delta. We have the support of our
neighbors, friends, business community, boating industry and community service
organizations. The probiem i the obnoxicus water weed "Egeria Densa” a non-native
plant that is overtaking our sloughs and waterways. This is @ rapidly growing plant that
grows 15" tall and is clogging our waterways .much like the water hyacinth didf in the
early 80's. We {and others) have written to US Representative Bill Baker, State Senaior
Barbara Boxer, Senator Diane Fienstein, Supervisor Tom Torlakson, Governor Pete Wilson.
Dept. Of Boating and Waterways, Congressman Vic Fazio and fo date all we have is a
file full of sympathetic bureaucratic letter head. Tne press has written numerous articles
on the problem and still | see no relief in site. This problem effects all aspects of the
Delia economy and ecology. It has already impacted property values, the recreation
industry and is o threat to the general well being of the Delta.

Lars Anderson, PHD, LUSDA Agricuitural Research Service, Aquatic Weed Biology and
Management af the University of California Davis has done the research and has a
program that can controi this obnoxious waler weed but he lacks FUNDING.

This problem needs fo be addressed as soon as possible. 1 am aware of private citizens
spraying herbicides on the weed how, and I'm concerned that if a problem isn't
implemenied soon the Delta may be harmed by people trying to deal with this problem
on their own. | also feel that as long as water is drawn out of the Delfa this plant is
going to “go with the flow" into every canal, dam and waterway from here fo LA

Please let me know if this is within the Delta Profection Commission's scope to address
this problem and get this problem under control before the Delta is just a bed of
obnoxious water weed. Thank you In advance for any light you may be able to shine
on this issue.

Sincerely,

Kgie Bottom, Bethel Isiand Fire Protection District

P.O. Box 623 - Bethel Istand, CA 94511 - Telephone (510) 684-2211 - FAX (510) 684-3 154
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belta Protection Commigsilion
.0, Box 530
Walnut Grove, Ca 95690

To the Board:

I am writing this letter because of our concern over a water
weed "Egeria Densa'" which is over taking the Delta waterways.

I keep my boat at Driftwood Marina in Antioch and this weed
is over taking us and is becoming a big problem for boats
entering and leaving the harbor at low tide and is also affecting
other marinas and water ways 1ln our area.

It has been brought te your attention that this problem has
been discussed with many of our Elected officials over the past
vears both state and federal with the results being little more
then lip service.

We cannot afford to wait we must act now and we need your
help to initiate new legislation to stop this weed, because if we
don't your board will be of little use in the future as this
monster will choke the life out of our DELTA for wild life,fish
and recreational use,

As I stated in a letter to Assemblyman Rainey " the delta is
a life line to our area" to let the wheels turn to slowly could
be devastating.

Thank you for your anticipated support with this problem.

Sincerely:

A 7 o

Jim La Fond

Member Driftwood Yacht Club
Fleet Captain 1995
52 Montrose Ct, .
Brentwood Ca. 94513



WALT PIERCE MARINE SERVICE, INC,

2014 SANDMOUND BLUT.
GAKLEY, CA. 894561
PH. 510-6084-2723 AKX 510-084-2729

January 18, 1996

Delta Protection Commission
P. O. Box 530
Walnut Grove, CA §5690

TO THE BOARD:

We concur with the letter written by Diane Shipway, January 17, 1996, regarding
"Egeria Densa" "That Damn Water Weed".

We are in the boat repair business. This weed plugs up the water intake of engines
and generators causing them to overheat and in some cases it is necessary to haul
the boat out of the water to rectify the situation. Haulouts for the larger boats

can be very expensive. The weed can also wrap around a propeiler and stop a boat.

We are boat owners aiso. in our travels throughout the Delta, we are noticing that
the growth of the Egeria Densa is not confined to shallow water as once was
thought.

Our business and residence are located on the waterfront. We are constantly
having to "pull weeds" forty feet away from the levee and in waters eighteen fo
twenty feet deep to hopefully keep from doing damage to our own hoats or our
customer boats.

Hopefully, something can be done.

Very truly yours,

WALT PIERCE MARINE SERVICE, INC.

/ /é
Virgi Pierce,
Vice UPresident

VP:G
enc (Letter Diane Shipway)
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